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Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi
Sponsored Ten Days ‘Research Methodology Course

The Department of Library and Information Science and KSOU
library at Karnataka State Open University, Mysuru successfully
organized a 10-day Research Methodology Course for Women
Research Scholars from 21/07/2025 to 30/07/2025, with
the financial support of the Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR), New Delhi. The course was designed to
enhance the research competencies of women scholars from
various social science disciplines by offering a structured
and intensive training programme. The overarching aim of the
course was to provide conceptual clarity, methodological
insights, and hands-on training required for undertaking quality
research and academic writing.

A total of 30 women research scholars from different
universities and institutions across India participated in
the programme. The participants were selected based
on their academic background, research interests, and
recommendations. They represented a wide spectrum of
disciplines within the social sciences and brought with them
diverse perspectives and experiences, which enriched the
interactions throughout the course.

Thecoursewasinauguratedon21stJuly2025inthepresence
of distinguished guests, including Prof. Chandramouli, Prof.
Lalitha Aswath, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of KSOU Prof.
Sharanappa V. Halse, Dean (Academic) Prof. Ramanatham
Naidu, Dean (Study Centres) Prof. N. R. Chandregowda, and
Finance Officer Prof. Niranjan Raj. The dignitaries spoke about
the significance of such training programmes in nurturing
academic excellence among women researchers. The
inaugural address emphasized the importance of developing
a sound research orientation and the need to engage
meaningfully with research tools and ethics.

Over the ten days, the course was structured into
seventeen thematic sessions covering key aspects of research
methodology. These included foundational themes such as
meaning and aspects of research, research design, hypothesis
formulation and testing, and survey methods. Participants
were introduced to both qualitative and quantitative research
approaches, tools for data collection such as interviews,
observation, and case studies, as well as basic statistical

analysis. The course also covered practical aspects such as
research report writing, academic writing skills, e-resources
for research, and an in-depth discussion on ethical issues in
social science research and the publication process.

Special focus was given to sessions on data analysis using
R software, where participants were trained in the basics of
data handling and interpretation. The “Paper Clinic” session
offered a platform for participants to present their research
proposals or ongoing work and receive critical feedback
from senior academicians. This interactive component was
particularly appreciated by the participants as it provided
individual guidance and encouraged academic discussion.

Throughout the programme, the sessions were delivered by
eminentscholarsandsubjectexpertsfromreputedinstitutions.
The lectures were highly interactive and were supplemented
with practical exercises, case studies, and hands-on
demonstrations. Participants were also introduced to research
tools such as referencing software, online databases, and anti-
plagiarism tools.

The course concluded with a valedictory session on
30/07/2025. Certificates were distributed to the participants,
and severalofthem shared theirexperiences and feedback. The
participants overwhelmingly appreciated the structure, depth,
and delivery of the sessions. They expressed that the course
significantly boosted their confidence in pursuing independent
research and suggested similar programmes be organized
regularly. Many expressed interests in more advanced training
in data analysis and writing for publication.

This Research Methodology Course achieved its objectives
by not only imparting theoretical knowledge and practical skills
but also fostering an environment of academic collaboration,
discussion, and mentoring. The organizing committee
expresses sincere gratitude to the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR) for sponsoring the programme and
to the university administration for its support. Special thanks
are due to all the resource persons for sharing their expertise,
to the participants for their active involvement, and to the
support staff for their dedicated service in ensuring the smooth
conduct of the course.
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National Space Day

The National Space Day -2025 was
celebrated in collaboration with

ISRO- ISTRAC, Bengaluru on 06-08-
2025 at Convocation Hall, KSOU,
Mukthagangothri, Mysuru. Dr. Nandini
Harinath, Deputy Director, ISTRAC

welcomed all the dignitaries. Dr.
Jasvinder Singh Khoral, Chairman, NSPD
Main Committee, ISTRAC explained the
importance of NationalSpace Daywhich
is celebrated as a memorable gesture of
successful landing of Chandrayaan-3
on the south pole of the moon. Prof.
N. K. Lokanath, Vice- Chancellor,
University of Mysore, gave a glimpse of
space program in India. He encouraged
students to interact with ISRO scientists
and get awareness about the progress of
Indian Space Science. He also advised
the students to continuously enhance
their knowledge. Prof. Naveen Kumar
S K., Registrar, KSOU, remembered
Prof. Vikam Sarabai, the Father of

Indian Space Program. He also spoke
on the progress of communication
system from the ancient days to present
day and how ISRO’s efforts have
revolutionized Indian communication
system (advent of 4G, 5G etc) in the
recent decades. Prof. Sharanappa V
Halse, Vice- Chancellor, KSOU, Mysuru
who presided over the event to develop
interest and update their knowledge
on a daily basis. He also explained
the importance of Mathematics by
explaining the significant developments
in large scale intergration which
has applications in various fields
including space technology. Dr. M.
R. Raghavendra, AD, ISTRAC was the
chief guest for the event. He delivered
a lecture on the journey of Astronomy
and Space Science which was evolved
in the ancient times. He also explained
how Aryabhata laid foundation for
space research over 1500 ago and how

ISRO continues the story of knowledge,
ambition and progress via various space
programs like Chandrayaan, Aditya,
Gaganyaan etc. Dr. Nandini Harinath,
Deputy Director, ISTRAC gave a sneak
peek into ISRO’s prestigious missions.
She also highlighted the contribution of
ancient India towards decimal system
and Astronomy. Shiva Prasad, GM,
LHWC, LPSC, ISTRAC explained the
organization structure of ISRO. He also
displayed the live launchvideos. Prof. M.
Ramanatham Naidu (Dean Academic,
KSOU), Dr.Anandakumar.C.S. (Registrar
Evaluation, KSOU), Dr. Chandregowda.
N. R. (Dean Study-centres, KSOU), Prof.
Niranjan Raj. S. (Finance Officer, KSOU)
were also present. A quiz competition
was organized for the students in the
afternoon. The participating students
were given memorabilia from ISRO. More
than2000 students fromvarious schools
and colleges actively participated.

“Revisiting Ranganathan in the Digital Era: The Enduring Relevance
of His Contributions to Library and Information Science”.

As the Library and Information Science
(LIS)  community commemorates
the birth anniversary of Dr. S. R.
Ranganathan on 12th August, we are
reminded not only of his pioneering role
in shaping librarianship in India but also
of the enduring relevance of his vision in
the rapidly evolving digital information
landscape. Widely regarded as the Father of Library Science
in India, Ranganathan’s contributions—particularly his Five
Laws of Library Science, Colon Classification system, and his
unwavering emphasis on user-centric service—continue to
influence LIS education, research, and professional practice
even in the 21st century.

Dr.Shilpa Rani N.R

‘ Assistant Professor

DoS&R in Library and Information Science

Karnataka State Open University,

Mukthagangothri, Mysuru 570 006. \
to physical spaces—they are dynamic, hybrid information
hubs that support digital literacy, open access, knowledge
dissemination, and lifelong learning. Yet, Ranganathan’s
principles remain foundational. His first law, “Books are for
use”, now expands to include digital resources, emphasizing

access over ownership. His second and third laws—"Every
reader his/her book” and “Every book its reader”— ;)

Intoday’s knowledge society, libraries are no longer limited
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From Page 7

anticipate modern personalization algorithms and user
behavior analytics in digital library systems. The fourth and
fifth laws—"Save the time of the reader” and “The library is
a growing organism”—resonate deeply with current trends
in user experience design, responsive digital platforms, and
scalable information infrastructures.

Dr. Ranganathan was not only a scholar and visionary
but also a reformer who tirelessly worked to elevate libraries
as essential institutions for national development. His
insistence on professional education for librarians laid
the groundwork for structured LIS curricula across Indian
universities. In the age of artificial intelligence, big data,
and digital transformation, his structured and ethical
approach to information handling provides both a moral and
methodological compass. His foresight in designing systems
that could grow with expanding knowledge continues to
influence innovations in semantic web technologies, library
automation, and digital classification systems.

Dr. Ranganathan’s life and work inspire LIS professionals
to remain adaptive, user-focused, and ethically grounded.
As we face challenges posed by information overload,
misinformation, and the digital divide, his legacy reminds
us of the timeless values of service, access, organization,
and the human element in information practice. Celebrating
his birth anniversary is not only a tribute to his contributions
but a reaffirmation of our commitment to building informed,
inclusive, and empowered knowledge societies rooted in his
visionary ideals.
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