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A Two-Day International Conference on “The Confluence of
Cinema, Literature & Culture” 03rd & 04th November 2025.

The Department of Studies and Research in English, Karnataka State
Open University, Mukthagangothri, Mysuru, successfully organized a
Two-Day International Conference on “The Confluence of Cinema,
Literature and Culture” on 03 and 04 November 2025. The conference
aimed to examine how cinema and literature, though distinct artistic
forms, intersect and interact to reflect culture, society, and the shared
human experience.

The conference brought together eminent scholars, filmmakers,
academicians, researchers, and students from across the globe. Over two
intellectually engaging days, participants reflected on how literature and
cinema illuminate human emotions, cultural identities, social realities,
and ideological concerns.

Day 1 — Inaugural Session (03 November 2025)

The inaugural session began with the Welcome Address by Dr. S.
Srikanth, Chairman, Department of Studies and Research in English
and the Organizing Secretary of the Conference, who outlined the theme
and significance of the conference.

The Inaugural Address was delivered by Professor Senesh Dissanaike
Bandara, Chairman, State Cinema Board of Arts Council, Ministry
of Cultural Affairs, Sri Lanka. He spoke on the reciprocal relationship
between literature and cinema, highlighting four major aspects: the
influence of literature on cinema, the influence of cinema on literature,
culture as a connecting bridge between the two, and the continuous
process of adaptation and reinterpretation that sustains both art forms.
His address emphasized that cinema and literature are dynamic cultural
practices that evolve together across nations and histories.

The Guest of Honour, Padmashree Dr. Chandrashekhar Kambara,
eminent Kannada poet, playwright, and Jnanapeetha Awardee,
delivered a profound address focusing on the aesthetic and philosophical
relationship between literature and performing arts. He elaborated on
how literary imagination finds new life through cinema and theatre,
transforming written narratives into powerful visual experiences. Dr.
Kambara emphasized that cinema, when rooted in literary sensibility,
preserves cultural memory, folk traditions, and regional ethos. He
highlighted how adaptations should retain the emotional depth,
ethical concerns, and aesthetic integrity of literature, while creatively
responding to contemporary audiences. His speech inspired scholars to
view cinema not merely as entertainment, but as a serious cultural and
artistic expression.

The Keynote Address was delivered by Professor Nikhila S,
Department of Film Studies, English and Foreign Languages
University, Hyderabad. She examined the evolving relationship
between literature and cinema, stressing that cinematic adaptations are
creative recontextualizations rather than inferior reproductions. Drawing
on M. K. Raghavendra’s Beyond Bollywood, she discussed the role of
language, culture, and politics in shaping Indian national cinemas and
highlighted the importance of cine-politics in understanding adaptations.

The session was presided over by Professor Naveen Kumar S. K,

Registrar, Karnataka State Open University, Mysuru, who delivered
the Presidential Remarks. He spoke on the close interconnection
between cinema, literature, and culture, and appreciated the department
for organizing an international academic platform that promoted
interdisciplinary research. He encouraged students and researchers to
actively engage in such scholarly forums to enhance academic excellence
and cultural understanding.

Plenary Sessions
Day 1 — Plenary Session-I (03 November 2025)

Plenary Session [ featured Professor N. Manu Chakravarthy,
renowned scholar and author, who spoke on “The Multiple Traditions
of Cinema: Encounters with Experience, Knowledge and Politics.”
He discussed various global cinematic traditions, including Soviet,
Hungarian, and Japanese cinema, and illustrated how filmmakers like
Kurosawa and Tarkovsky engage with mythology, history, ideology, and
politics. The session was chaired by Professor Vijay Seshadri, Senior
Professor, University of Mysore, Mandya.

Plenary Session Il was delivered by Professor Srinivas S. V., School of
Liberal Studies, Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, on “The Digital
Turn: The Decline of Viewership and Readership.” He examined
how digital media has reshaped cultural consumption and audience
engagement. The session was chaired by Dr. G. B. Shailesh Raj Urs,
Associate Professor and Chairman, Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication, KSOU.

Day 2 — Plenary Session-II (04 November 2025)

Plenary Session-III was delivered by Professor P. Thirumal, Department
of Communication, Central University of Hyderabad, on “Emotions in
Cinema and Literature.” He explored how cinema and literature evoke
empathy, represent social realities, and articulate multilayered human emotions,
with particular reference to modernity, caste, and regional cinema. The session
was chaired by Professor Dattatreya, Kuvempu University, Shivamogga.

Plenary Session-1V featured Professor Meena T. Pillai, Senior
Professor and Director, Centre for Cultural Studies, University of
Kerala, who spoke on “Gender, Labour and Myth Making: New
Affective Economies in Cinema and Literature.” Referring to the
HEMA Committee Report, she critically examined gender inequality,
patriarchy, and exploitative labour practices in the film industry. The
session was chaired by Professor C. E. Sujatha, University of Mysore,
Hassan.
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Technical Sessions

The conference included 10-12 parallel technical sessions, comprising
approximately 100 offline paper presentations and 56 online
presentations. The papers covered diverse interdisciplinary themes
related to cinema, literature, culture, gender, politics, digital media,
and aesthetics. Each session was chaired by senior academicians who
provided constructive feedback and facilitated meaningful academic
discussions.

Day 2 — Valedictory Session:

The Valedictory Session was conducted on 04" of November 2025 and
began with a Welcome Address by Dr. Madhura A. S., Assistant Professor,
Department of Studies and Research in English, KSOU, Mysuru.

The Valedictory Address was delivered by Professor Nandini
Sahu, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Hindi University, West Bengal.
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In her insightful speech, she emphasized the transformative power of
interdisciplinary research and highlighted the importance of dialogue
between literature, cinema, and culture in shaping socially responsible
and inclusive narratives. She encouraged young researchers to pursue
innovative and socially relevant research that transcends disciplinary
boundaries.

The Special Invitee, Sri Sadhu Kokila, Chairman, Karnataka Film
Academy, Government of Karnataka, addressed the gathering by sharing
his experiential insights from the film industry. He highlighted the role of
cinema as a cultural educator and emphasized the need for meaningful
collaboration between academia and the creative industries to nurture social
consciousness and emphasised the significant role the cinema could play in
materialising it.

The session was presided over by Professor Naveen Kumar S. K,
Registrar, KSOU, Mysuru, who appreciated the organizers, speakers,
and participants for making the conference a grand academic success.

The Vote of Thanks was proposed by Dr. Vinutha P. Kunderi,
Assistant Professor, Department of Studies and Research in English,
KSOU, Mysuru, who expressed gratitude to all dignitaries, speakers,
participants, organizing committee members, and volunteers for their
support and contributions.
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